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SUBJECT: FRG, THE EAST EUROPEANS AND BERLIN: PEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT REPORTEDLY DIGGING IN ITS HEELS 

REF: BONN 11667 

1 . RELIABLE ERG PONOPF SOURCE HAS TOLD US THAT AT 
AUGUST 15 PEDERAL CABINET MEETING, CHANCELLOR BRANDT 
TOOK A HARD POSITION ON THE CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIA, BULGARIA AND HUNGARY. HE IS SAID 
TO HAVE STATED PLATLY THAT NO SETTLEMENTS WOULD BE 
REACHED WITH THE THREE COUNTRIES CONCERNED UNTIL ALL OP 
THE ERG'S DIPFICULTIES ON BERLIN MATTERS WERE SATIS- 
PACTORILY RESOLVED. HE WISHED THIS POSITION MADE CLEAR 
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TO THE COUNTRIES INVOLVED, AS WELL AS TO THE USSR. THE 
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FONOFF WAS IN CONTACT WITH THE SOVIET EMBASSY COUNSELOR 
IN BONN LATE AUGUST 15 TO MAKE THE CHANCELLOR'S VIEWS 
KNOWN. 

2. THE SOVIET EMBASSY COUNSELOR WAS UNABLE TO EXPLAIN 
TO THE FONOEF, WE ARE TOLD, PRECISELY WHAT PROBLEMS THE 
SOVIET GOVERNMENT HAS WITH THE LEGAL ASSISTANCE CON- 
CEPT. THE EONOFF HAS POINTED OUT TO THE SOVIETS THAT 

THE PROBLEM IS A PRACTICAL ONE EOR THE GERMANS AND HENCE 
ONE THAT CREATES PUBLIC AND POLITICAL INTEREST. IT ALSO 
POINTED OUT THAT THE DISPUTE TENDED TO SOUR RELATIONS 
BETWEEN THE ERG AND THE USSR AND ITS ALLIES ON AN ISSUE 
THAT WAS SURELY OE LITTLE PRACTICAL MOMENT TO THE EE 
STATES. 

3. IN THE MEANTIME, THE ERG PRESS SPOKESMAN VON 
WECHMAR ON AUGUST 15 TRIED TO CAST CZECH DEPUTY FONMIN 
GOETZ'S PRESS INTERVIEW (PRAGUE 1920-NOTAL) IN A POSI- 
TIVE LIGHT. VON WECHMAR SAID THAT THE EEDERAL GOVERN- 
MENT WAS SATISFIED WITH THE CZECH OFFICIAL'S ASSURANCES 
RE INCLUSION OF WEST BERLIN IN THE EXCHANGE OF LETTERS 
ON HUMANITARIAN QUESTIONS AND RE THE FRG'S CONSULAR 
REPRESENTATION OF WEST BERLIN. THE PRESS SPOKESMAN 
ADDED THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT ASSUMED THAT OTHER 
OPEN QUESTION WOULD ALSO BE SETTLED SO AS TO PERMIT 
ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. HE NOTED THAT 
THE QUESTION CONCERNED THE LEGAL ASSISTANCEAVEST BERLIN 
ISSUE (DESCRIBED REFTEL). 

4. THE GERMAN PRESS IS CONTINUING TO GIVE THE FRG'S 
DIFFICULTIES WITH THE EES OVER THE LEGAL ASSISTANCE 
MATTER PROMINENT ATTENTION. THERE ALSO CONTINUE TO BE 
REPORTS INDICATING A POSSIBLE NEED FOR THE FOUR POWERS 
TO PROVIDE A CLARIFICATION OF THE "CONSULAR SERVICES" 
LANGUAGE IN THE BERLIN AGREEMENT. 

5. COMMENT: THE FACT THAT THE PROBLEM IS CREATING SOME 
POLITICAL HEAT IN THE FRG, TOGETHER WITH THE APPARENT 
READINESS OE THE EEDERAL GOVERNMENT TO TAKE A STIFE 
POSITION, MAY BE ENOUGH TO CONVINCE THE SOVIETS THAT 
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THE FRG MEANS BUSINESS. 
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